
 

 

Garner, John. Recreation and Sports Ministry: Impacting Postmodern Culture. Nashville:  

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003. 

 

Explains how the popularity of recreation and sports in today's culture presents an opportunity 

for the church to capture the minds and imaginations of people, presenting essays on such topics 

as the ethics of competition and the sports minister profession. 

 

Hoffman, Shirl. Sport and Religion. Champaign: Human Kinetics, 1992. 

 

Shirl Hoffman creatively divides this book into four different parts: Sport as Religion, Sport as 

Religious Experience, Religion in Sport, and Sport Religion, and Ethics.  The book references 

sport sociology, sport psychology, and cultural and religious studies. 

 

Ladd, Tony and James A. Mathisen. Muscular Christianity: Evangelical Protestants and the  

Development of American Sport. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2002. 

 

This book gives background into the relationship between sport and evangelism beginning in the 

19
th

 century.   

 

Oswald, Roger. Equipping and Sending Athletes and Mission Teams to the Mission Field.  

Church Sports International 

 

A manual designed to help the local church understand how to develop a program, disciple the 

people, and prepare them for ministry in another culture. 

 

Oswald, Roger. Evangelistic Sports Clinics. Church Sports International, 2003. 

 

How to use the multi-day sports camp or the one-day sports clinic as a way to introduce the 

gospel and/or teach spiritual principles. Included is a complete planning guide.  

 

Oswald, Roger. Sports Ministry and the Church. Church Sports International, 2002. 

 

Presented here is a philosophy of sports ministry based on biblical principles. It addresses the 

question: "Why should a church have a sports ministry?" It identifies the variety of ways a sports 

ministry can serve the church and includes an examination of the obstacles for starting a sports 

ministry. 

 

Oswald, Roger. Starting a Sports Ministry in the Local Church. Church Sports International 

 

This manual provides the sequential steps to initiate a sports ministry in the local church. In 

addition to discussing the issues, an extensive appendix supplies examples, sample forms and 

procedural check lists. 

 

 



Putney, Clifford. Muscular Christianity: Manhood and Sports in Protestant America, 1880-1920.  

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001. 

The notion of Muscular Christianity was an important feature of some key discourses around 

work with boys and men in the second half of the nineteenth century. Here Clifford Putney 

explores the origin and use of the term. (infed.org) 

SET Leadership Team. Guidelines for Sports Ministries in Missions. Richmond: International  

Mission Board, 2000. 

 

Yessick, Tommy. Sports Ministry for Churches. Nashville: Convention Press. 

 

Yessick’s compilation is a group of many articles written by different authors to help an 

individual learn how to conduct a successful sports ministry. 


